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CONPIDENTIAL LISBON 5131 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, PO 
SUBJECT: ARMY ASSEMBLY 

REF: LISBON 5128 

1. ARMY ARMED PORCES MOVEMENT (AFM) ASSEMBLY OF SEPT 2 
RECEIVED EXTENSIVE COVERAGE IN THE SEPT 3 APTERNOON PRESS. 
PRANKNESS AND DEPTH OP THE COVERAGE WAS IN GREAT CONTRAS 
O THE SECRECY THAT HAS SURROUNDED PAST ARMY ASSEMBLIES. AS 
REPORTED IN REFTEL, THE MEETING DECIDED THE BOYCOTT THE APM 
ASSEMBLY UNTIL THAT ASSEMBLY IS RESTRUCTURED AND TO VOTE 
AGAINST VASCO GONCALVES' NOMINATION OP ARMED FORCES CHIEF OF 
STAFF. SOME OF THE FLAVOR OF THE MEETING WAS GIVEN IN AN 
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SEPT 3 "A CAPITAL." EXCERPTS FOLLOW: 

2. ARTICLE SAYS THAT KEY VOTE FOR BOYCOTT OF AFM ASSEMBLY WAS 
180 FOR, 50 AGAINST, AND 40 ABSTENTIONS, ADDING THAT VOTE 
AGAINST GONCALVES WAS BY EVEN HIGHER PERCENTAGE. 

3. ARTICLE SAID THAT ASSEMBLY RECEIVED UNUSUAL PROTECTION FROM 
BOTH GARRISON TROOPS AND FROM SPECIAL TROOPS BROUGHT IN FROM THE 
CENTRAL REGION. COMMANDO LEADER JAIME NEVES SHOWED UP WITH TWO 
JEEP LOADS OF HEAVILY ARMED COMMANDOS AND ONLY RELUCTANTLY 
SURRENDERED HIS PERSONAL SUBMACHINE BEFORE ENTERING THE ASSEMBLY 
HALL. 

4. VASCO GONCALVES GOT A CODED MESSAGE FROM HIS SUPPORTERS IN 
THE MIDDLE OF THE MEETING AND ARRIVED HIMSELE SHORTLY THEREAFTER. 
HE GAVE LENGTHY EXPOSITION OF HIS ACTIVITY AS PRIME MINISTER 
SINCE LAST JULY ANDCRITICIZED THE ANTUNES NINE. WHEN ANTUNES 
GROUP MEMBER VASCO LOURENCO RESPONDED, GONCALVES SHOUTED, "IT'S 
A LIE, IT'S A LIE" AND PRECIPITOUSLY LETT THE MEETING. OE THE 

250 OFFICERS PRESENT AT THE MEETING, ONLY EOUR OFFICERS EOLLOWED 
HIM OUT. 

5. FAR LEFTIST MAJ. DINIS DE ALMEIDA OF RAFTS WAS REPORTED TO 
HAVE SAID THAT POLITICAL POWER SHOULD BE HANDED OVER TO THE 
POLITICAL PARTIES IN ACCORD WITH THE NUMBER OF VOTES ACHIEVED 
IN THE ELECTIONS. THIS ASTONISHING STATEMENT CAUSED GEN 
CHARAIS TO SAY, " AND YOU ACCUSE US OE BEING SOCIAL DEMOCRATS." 

6. COMMENT: ARMY CHIEF FABIAO WENT TO PRESIDENTIAL PALACE 
AFTERNOON OF SEPT 3. ALTHOUGH NO INFORMATION HAS BEEN RELEASED 
ON NATURE OF MEETING, WE ASSUME THAT IT WAS TO PRESENT THE 
PRESIDENT WITH THE DECISIONS OF THE ARMY ASSEMBLY AND PERHAIS 
TO MAKE THE THREAT TO REPLACE COSTA GOMES REPORTED IN REFTEL. 
CARLUCCI 
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